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Answer these questions in briefly  

Q1. Name the book and its author that had a considerable influence on the American Civil 

War.  

A1. In 1852, Harriet Beecher Stowe's famous book Uncle Tom's Cabin described the 
pathetic condition of the slaves in America and exposed the horrors of slavery.  The book 
had a great influence on northerners and anti- slavery campaigns were popular.  It is 
credited as a bestselling novel of the 19th century and the second bestselling book of that 
century, following the Bible. 

 

Q2.Where was Abraham Lincoln born? 

A2. Abraham Lincoln was born in Kentucky and grew up to be a lawyer in Illinois.  

Q3.What was the immediate cause of the American Civil War? 

A3.When Abraham Lincoln was elected president in 1860 the south reached its breaking 

point. Eleven slave states seceded from the Union of the United States and proclaimed 

themselves as the Confederacy.  These states were Alabama,  Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, 

Louisiana, Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas and Virginia and 

they formed what is called the Confederate States of America. Jefferson Davis was chosen 

as the president of the Confederacy. Lincoln termed this move as unconditional.  He 

expressed his determination to save the Union at any cost-even at the cost of war. So in 

1861, a war broke out between the Confederate States and the Union. President Lincoln 

championed the cause of the Union and declared that he would protect the Union against 

the secessionists.  

Q4. Name any four Confederate states.  

A4. The four Confederate states were  

Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Louisiana, Mississippi,  North Carolina, South Carolina, 

Tennessee Texas and Virginia. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Answer these questions in detail  

 

Q1. Write a short note on the role of slaves in the US economy.  

A1. The invention of the cotton gin, a boon to industries worldwide was to have a 

significant impact on the social and economic conditions of North America. Slavery, 

which started as early as 1619 in the state of Virginia, became a key component of the 

cotton business which was primarily practiced in the south. A strong labor force was 

required to harvest the cotton, which by that time had become an extremely profitable 

crop.  American slaves provided for a cheaper, more plentiful labor force.  In the north 

however, slavery was never widespread, and between the years 1774 and 1804, slavery 

was abolished.  Although Congress had banned the slave trade nationwide in 1807, it 

continued to flourish in the south.  

 

Q2. What were the main reasons to conflict between the northern and southern 

states?  

A2. The United States Bill of Rights adopted in 1791 guaranteed individual liberties such 

as freedom of speech and religious practice, jury trials, and stated that citizens and 

states had reserved rights. Northern abolitionists rallied anti slavery forces and began 

helping fugitive slaves escape from the southern plantations.  Thus, by the beginning of 

the second half of the 18th century, serious differences arose between the south and the 

north.  

 

Q3. Explain the important points in Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address  

A3. On November 19, 1863 President Abraham Lincoln delivered remarks which later 

came known as the Gettysburg Address, at the official dedication ceremony for the 

National Cemetery of Gettysburg in Pennsylvania on the site of the bloodiest and most 

decisive battles of the Civil War.  Though he was not the featured orator that day, 

Lincoln’s brief address would be remembered as one of the most important speeches in 

American history.  In it, he invoked the principles of human equality contained in the 

Declaration of Independence and connected  the sacrifices of the Civil War with the 

desire for a “new birth of freedom, “ as well as the important preservation of the Union 

created in 1776 and its ideal of self government.  

 

 



Q4. Write a note on Abraham Lincoln.  

A4. Abraham Lincoln in his famous Gettysburg Address declared it was a victory of 

human liberty, freedom and democracy. He said war should result in the new birth of 

freedom and that government of the people, by the people and for the people should 

not perish from the Earth.  Unfortunately Lincoln did not live long after the victory.  On 

14 April 1865, he was assassinated.  

Abraham Lincoln is considered to be one of the greatest presidents of the United States. 

He was president for only four years between 1861 and 1865 but led the United States 

through its greatest political and moral crisis.  Successfully abolishing slavery while 

preserving the union is considered to be his greatest achievement.  Abraham Lincoln 

was born in Kentucky and grew up to be a lawyer in Illinois. He was elected into office in 

the Illinois House of Representatives for eight years. During this period his political 

position against slavery made him unpopular among the southern states. His arguments 

against slavery were based on the moral foundations of the Constitution. His intellectual 

leadership won him the nomination of the Republican Party and subsequently the 

presidential elections of 1860. He took charge as the President of America in 1861. 

On 19 November 1863, Abraham Lincoln delivered his famous speech, the Gettysburg 

Address after the defeat of the Confederate states.  

 

  

 


