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C. Answer these questions in brief: 

Q1. Name the groups of people who repeatedly attacked Rome, leading to its downfall. 

A.1. By the end of the 5th century, the Roman Empire was repeatedly attacked by barbaric 

tribes like the Goths, the Vandals and the Franks. The Germans they were moving westward, 

looking for better pastures. The affluence of the Roman Empire attracted them. In 410CE, the 

Visigoth King Alaric attacked Rome, in 455 CE the Vandals attacked and in 476 CE, the 

Germanic leader Odoacer attacked. In 486 CE, the Franks seized the Roman province of Gaul, 

ushering in the end of the Western Roman Empire. 

 

Q2. Define monasteries and nunneries. 

A 2.Monastries and nunneries were primarily religious institutions where people lived simple 

lives of prayer and contemplation. The monks and nuns were expected to work hard, pray and 

meditate in silence and serve people. In the Middle Ages, monasteries became important 

economic centers.  

 

Q3. Name the city considered to be the holy city for Christians.  

A.3. The city of Jerusalem was an important place of pilgrimage for Christians. 

 

Q4. Which people conquered the city of Jerusalem? 

A.4. The city of Jerusalem was an important place of pilgrimage for Christians. In 1065 CE the 

city was conquered by the Turks from Persia. They blocked the roads to Jerusalem and 

Christians were denied the right to undertake their pilgrimage to the holy city. Thousands of 

Christians were massacred and treated very cruelly. 

. 

Q5. How many Crusades took place? 

A.5. There was eight Crusades, out of which the first four made a huge impact. While these 

wars resulted in great loss of life, huge expenditure suffering and misery, the Crusades also 

had tremendous impact on European society that brought about progress and change. 



 

D). ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS IN DETAIL. 

Q1. What was the impact of the Crusades? 

A.1. The impacts of Crusades were: 

a. The role played by the Church and the Pope directly enhanced the wealth, power and 

authority of the Christian Church. 

b. The constant demand for transportation of men and supplies was a great boost to 

commerce. It encouraged ship building and opened the markets of the east to Europe. 

c. Products from the cities of Damascus, Mosul, Alexandria and Cairo were taken across 

the Mediterranean, through Italy to other parts of Europe. European markets were full 

of expensive articles like silk, tapestries, precious stones, perfumes, spices and ivory. 

d. Political authority based from feudal lords to the king and the Church. Kings in turn 

patronized their churches and helped to raise funds for ongoing battles. The Church 

became so powerful that the Pope eventually gained enough authority to choose kings 

and rulers. 

e. The Crusades opened the minds of the people who came into contact with the more 

advanced and refined culture of the East. The interaction paved the way for the great 

voyages of discovery, inventions and the revival of learning and culture known as 

Renaissance. 

 

 

Q2. Write a short note on monasteries and nunneries.  

A.2. Monks and nunneries were primarily religious institutions, where people lived simple lives 

of prayer and contemplation. The monks and nuns were expected to work hard, pray and 

meditate in silence and serve people. In the Middle Ages, monasteries became important 

economic centers. Monasteries also ran schools, orphanages and old age homes. The 

monasteries also contributed to the development of art and music. 

Pilgrims could find food and lodging at the monasteries, many of which even ran restaurants, 

selling foods and local produce. Monasteries were the centers of medical assistance,  and the 

monks and nuns treated sick people. 

 



Q3. What were the reasons leading to the call for holy war amongst the Christians? 

A.3. The reasons leading to the call for Holy war amongst the Christians are as follows:- 

i. The city of Jerusalem was an important place for pilgrimage for Christians. 

ii.  In 1065 CE the city was conquered by the Turks from Persia.  

iii. They blocked the roads to Jerusalem and Christians were denied the right to undertake 

their pilgrimage to the holy City. 

iv.  Thousands of Christians were massacred and treated very cruelly. 

v.  Many churches were destroyed. 

 As a result this awakened the Christians desire to fight against the Turks and win 

back their Holy City 

 

Q4. What was the work of the monks? 

A.4. The monks and nuns were expected to work hard, pray and meditate in silence and serve 

people. They did many works apart from this which are as follows:- 

i. The monks worked on the land, clearing forest to cultivate food. Some were also skilled 

at different trades. People donated generously to the monasteries and were expected 

to contribute a tenth of their earnings as ‘tithes’ to the Church.  Monasteries became 

very wealthy and were even more powerful than the king. 

ii. The monks were highly educated, and they copied and wrote books and manuscripts 

which were stored in their libraries. 

iii. The monks studied science, theology, history, astronomy, philosophy and medicine. 

They kept records, wrote travelogues, and poetry. 

iv. Some monks were skilled clock makers; the astronomical clock at the Benedictine abbey 

at St. Alban was designed by Abbot Richard Wallingford. 

v. Some monks also worked in marble quarries, salt mines, did glasswork, forged metal 

plates and produced iron. They taught people how to cultivate land, raise and breed 

cattle, grow fruits, make cloth, ale, cheese and honey. They also taught people how to 

use water to irrigate fields and run mills. 

 

 


