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C. Answer these questions in brief: 

Q1. Who was the founder of Islam? 

A.1. Prophet Mohammad was the founder of Islam. Muhammad was born to a family of 

traders, at around 570 CE, in Mecca. He lost his parents in early childhood and was brought up 

by his grandfather and uncle. 

 

Q2. What is the significance of Hijrat? 

A.2 Muhammad had a very few followers and his teachings were not well received by most of 

the rich people of Mecca. Muhammad and his followers faced a lot of hostilities, and a plan 

was hatched to murder him. He was forced to flee to Medina, another important city of 

Arabia. This migration to Medina in 622 CE is called Hijrat and is considered to be year 1 in the 

Islamic calendar. 

 

Q3. How was Islam spread by Muhammad? 

A.3. Islam was spread my Mohammed through his teachings which were far from new. He 

taught the simple belief of worshipping one God and the ideals of kindness, forgiveness and 

respect. Mohammed also assured the people that everyone who accepted Allah would be 

equal irrespective of their economic status. He set about improving the lot of slave’s orphans 

and women's and uniting the tribes under his leadership. 

 

Q4. Who was the fifth caliph? What changes did he bring about? 

A.4 The fifth Caliph of Islam was Mu'awiya. He secularized the government, modelling it on the 

lines of the Christian administration of Byzantium and moved the capital to Damascus. He also 

named his son Yazid his successor, who ruled over a very short period of time. 

Q5. What is Muharram? 

A.5. The massacre of Karbala, where Hussein and his family were brutally killed by Yazid's 

troops, which is still mourned by Shi'as as a day of mourning is known as Muharram. 

 



D). ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS IN DETAIL. 

 

Q1. Write a note on the greatest Ummayad ruler. 

A.1. The greatest of the Ummayad rulers was Abd-al-Malik, the son of Yazid. He ruled for 20 

years and propagated Ummayad administration across North America and Persia. He made 

Arabic the common language, constructed mosques and spread Islam. He also standardized 

the system of weights and measures and stopped the custom of having the ruler’s image on 

engraved coins, leaving only text, in the form of verses from the Quran. Trade flourishing 

under him and he constructed the golden tomb over the dome of the rock in Jerusalem. His 

successor helped in the expansion of the dynasty from the Iberian Peninsula to the River 

Indus. 

Q2. How did the Abbasid dynasty contribute towards making their rule ‘the Islamic Golden 

Age?’ 

A.2. The reign of the Caliph Harun-al Rashid is known as the Islamic Golden Age.  

a) Under him, the Caliphate effect came into contact with the Egyptians, the Persians, the 

Indians, the Chinese, the Greek, the Romans and the Byzantines.  

b) Baghdad became a thriving city and the centre of learning.  

c) His Successors, especially his son al- Mamun, made huge contributions towards the 

support of artists, scientist and Scholars. He founded the Bayt al-Hikma or the House Of 

Wisdom which was a library and institute for scholars. 

d) The introduction of Indian numerals facilitated many achievements in the field of 

mathematics, science and algebra.  

e) There were important developments in the agricultural sciences as well. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Q3. Trace the decline of the Abbasid dynasty. How did the Caliphate become the Ottoman 

Empire? 

A.3. After the caliphate of al-Ma'mun, Abbasid’s power began to decline. The cost of running a 

massive empire and maintaining a large bureaucracy required steady revenues. The caliphs 

granted governors and military commanders the power to collect taxes on their behalf. They, 

with their own troops and revenue bases, soon became independent and disloyal. 

The Abbasids were finally overthrown by the Ottoman Turks and the Caliphate came to be 

known as the Ottoman Empire when the Turks conquered Baghdad in 1258 CE. The capital was 

shifted to Constantinople later called Istanbul. 

 

Q4. Write a short note on the agricultural reforms introduced during the reign of the 

Abbasid dynasty.     

OR 

What made Baghdad a melting pot of culture and innovations that united the East with the 

West? 

A.4. There were important developments in the agricultural sciences. With the introduction of 

improved irrigation, turbines and mills, agriculture became less labor intensive. New crops and 

crop farming techniques from China, India and Africa were adopted and the produce was 

exported to the West. Thus, Baghdad became a melting pot of culture and innovations that 

united the East with the West. 

 

Q.5. What was the impact of Islam. 

A.5. The spread of Islam had tremendous impact. 

1. The capital cities of Cordoba, Damascus and Baghdad were impressive and they attracted 

people from harsh desert settlements. 

2. There were great advances in the field of astronomy, mathematics, architecture and 

medicine. 

3. Trade prospered, this brought different people together and facilitated the exchange of 

ideas. 



4. Schools, libraries and mosques were built. 

5. Literature and calligraphy became popular. 

 

Q6. Write a short note on development of science and medicine during Golden Age of Islam. 

A.6. The Golden Age of Islam saw a tremendous growth in the field of science and medicine. 

The discoveries in this time left a huge impact on the entire world. The chemical elements 

were arranged by the scientist Jabir Ibn Hayya. The mathematician Muhammad in Musa-al- 

Khwarizmi popularized the use of Indian numerals. Al- Razi discovered the difference between 

small pox and measles. He also discovered the use of kerosene. The Canon of Medicine was 

written by Avicenna, and the science of optometry was founded by Ibn al- Haytham. All this 

happened even before the Western world embarked on the Crusades. 

 


