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D). ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS IN BRIEF. 

Q1. Explain the geographical factors that cause human migration. 

A1. People often migrate because of geographical reasons such as unavailability of 

fertile land, harsh terrain and climate. Many agricultural communities who could 

not make a living in their own country or area because of shortage of land or 

infertile land migrate to regions having fertile land. The 19th centaury witnessed 

such migrations. 

 

Q2. Differentiate between external and internal migration. 

A2. 

 

 

Q3. What are two types of internal migration? 

A2. The two types of internal migration are: 

1. Rural to urban migration: it is the movement of people from rural area to 

urban areas. 

2. Urban to urban migration: it is the movement of people from one urban 

area to other or new urban region which is also known as overspill town. 



 

 

Q4. How are overpopulation and under population related to migration. 

A4. People often migrate because of geographical reasons such as unavailability of 

fertile land, harsh terrain and climate. Many agricultural communities who could 

not make a living in their own country or area because of shortage of land or 

infertile land migrate to regions having fertile land. The 19th centaury witnessed 

such migrations. 

 

Q4. What is brain drain? 

A4. Brain drain is an aspect of external migration in modern times. It is the 

movement of highly qualified or skilled people who move to foreign counties for 

better opportunities and higher standard of living. It takes away a chunk of well-

qualified human resources (engineers, management professionals, doctors, 

scientists, teachers) etc who are valuable to the source country. Brain drain is 

major concern for developing countries like India. 
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E. ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS IN DETAIL. 

 

Q1. Explain push and pull factors of migration. 

A1. Migration is caused by many reasons, categorized as push and pull factors. 

Push factors are living conditions of people at the original place. These are the 

reasons why people move out of a particular geographical region. Poverty and lack 

of employment opportunities are example of push factors. Pull factors are the 

conditions or circumstances of the new place that attract people to settle there. 

Better infrastructure and educational institutions are examples of pull factors. 

CAUSES PULL FACTORS PUSH FACTORS 

ECONOMIC CAUSES 

• More jobs 

• Better jobs 

• Higher wages 

• The promise of a 
“better life” 

 

• Overpopulation 

• Few jobs 

• Low wages 

 

SOCIAL CAUSES 

• Principles of 
religious tolerance 

• Intolerance towards 
a certain cultural 
group 

• Active religious 
persecution 

GEOGRAPHICAL CAUSES 

• Attractive 
environments, such 
as mountains, 
seaside and warm 
climate 

• Natural disasters 

• Unavailability of 
agricultural land 

 

 



Q2. What are the causes of rural to urban migration? 

A2. Rural to Urban migration is the movement of people from rural areas to urban 

areas because of due to number to factors such as employment opportunities, 

marriage, better wages and better social and civic amenities. People living in 

villages are often engage in jobs in the unorganized sector. These are mostly 

contract jobs such as those of laborers and farmers. In cities, people working in 

unorganized sectors find jobs such which provide security and steady income. In 

big cities, there are also many educational opportunities as compared to villages 

and education is also important factor that causes rural to urban migration. 

Youngsters often migrate to cities to avail quality education. 

 

Q3. How does migration cause urban sprawl? 

A3. Urban sprawl is the uncontrolled expansion of urban areas. In developing 

country like India people migrate from villages or rural areas to local towns and 

from there to urban regions that are big cities resulting to overpopulation of that 

city and putting pressure on the boundaries (area) of that city resulting in overspill 

town. An overspill town is a town that is established with the government’s aid to 

house the excess population of a nearby city. Urban migration is one of the major 

urban sprawl. 

Factors      Causes of urban sprawl 
 
 
Economic     Economic growth and increasing income 

           Price of land 
Subsidies 

 
Demographic    Population growth 
Housing     More space per person 
 
Diversity of choice  Transportation Private car ownership 

Low commuting expenditure 



Transportation systems improvement 
Availability of roads 

 
Inner city problems   High levels of taxation 

Damaged infrastructures 
Less numbers of public centers 
Small apartments 
Lack of open space 
Social problems 

 
Other Technological innovation, public facilities and       

infrastructures 

 

 

 

 

Q4. Explain the impacts of migration. 

A4. Migration is becoming a very important subject for the life of cities. Many 
opportunities and attraction of big cities pull large numbers of people to big cities. 
Migration can have positive as well as negative effects on the life of the migrants. 

Positive Impact 

• Unemployment is reduced and people get better job opportunities. 

• Migration helps in improving the quality of life of people. 

• It helps to improve social life of people as they learn about new 
culture, customs, and languages which helps to improve brotherhood 
among people. 

• Migration of skilled workers leads to a greater economic growth of the 
region. 

• Children get better opportunities for higher education. 

• The population density is reduced and the birth rate decreases. 
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Negative Impact 

• The loss of a person from rural areas, impact on the level of output and 
development of rural areas. 

• The influx of workers in urban areas increases competition for the job, 
houses, school facilities etc. 

• Having large population puts too much pressure on natural resources, 
amenities and services. 

• Children growing up in poverty have no access to proper nutrition, education 
or health. 

• Migration increased the slum areas in cities which increase many problems 
such as unhygienic conditions, crime, pollution etc. 

• Sometimes migrants are also exploited 
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