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(A). DRAW THE CONTOUR DIAGRAMS OF: 

1. CONICAL HILL 

2. PLATEAU 

3. RIDGE 

4. WATERFALL 

5. CLIFF 

6. SPUR 
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(B). EXPLAIN THESE TERMS:  

 

1. CONTOUR: Contours are imaginary lines that join the places of the same height or 
elevation above the mean sea level. A map showing the landform of an through 
contours is called a contour map. 

 

2. TRIANGULATED HEIGHT: It is the height of a place calculated using triangle properties 
and trigonometry. It is represented by a small triangle, for example, Δ540. 

 

3. BENCH MARK: It is the height of a place marked on a stone pillar or rock or shown on 
a building as a permanent reference. It is written using letter B and M before the 
number, for example, BM 200 m. 

 

4. SPOT HEIGHT: It is the height of random places between contours. It is represented 
with a dot, for example, .425. Spot heights are used to provide information about the 
land surface between contours and are written next to contours lines. 

 

 

 

 

 

C. Answer these questions in detail: 

 

Q1. What are settlement patterns? 

A1. A settlement is a group of human dwellings in urban and rural areas. Settlements and 
buildings are important cultural features shown on topographical sheets using conventional 
signs, symbols and colors. Settlements have several purposes- they may be residential, 
commercial or centers of trade and commerce. 

 Settlement patterns are important because they reflect a great deal on the land use 
and economic activities of people. Settlement may be temporary or permanent.  

 

 

Q2. Explain the significance of topographical maps. 

A.2. Topographical maps are maps of a small area that show minute details. These maps 
are drawn on the large scales with distinct features such as relief, vegetation, water 
bodies, cultivated land, settlements and transportation networks. 

 

 



Q3. Explain the difference between permanent and temporary settlements. 

A.3.  

TEMPORARY SETTLEMENT PERMENANT SETTLEMENT 
These settlements are occupied for a short 
period of time. 

In these types of settlement permenet 
houses are built. 

These settlements mostly include kuchcha 
houses. 

These settlements include pukka houses. 

In this houses are built of mud straw and 
tarpaulin. 

Here the houses are built of cement, bricks, 
concrete and iron. 

Large slums in cities are an example of this 
type of settlement. 

Cities like Delhi, Mumbai and Chennai etc 
are examples of permanent settlements. 

They are vulnerable and prone to 
destruction. 

They are not vulnerable or prone to 
destruction and are more safe. 

People often migrate to other places in this 
type of settlements for better living 
conditions. 

People in this type of settlement usually do 
not migrate to different places. 

They are usually indicated with a square on 
topographical maps (□). 

These settlements are represented with red 
squares on topographical maps (□). 

 

 
 
Q4. What is the difference between a col and a saddle? 

A.4. COL: A Col or a pass is the gap between two summits of a ridge at an altitude. It is the 
part of the ridge where the contours drop then rise gradually. 

       SADDLE: A saddle is a shallow depression between two summits with gentle slopes. It 
is similar to a col but contours are widely-spaced. 
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Q5. What do the contours lines of a plateau look like? 

A5. A plateau is stretched and elevated part of land with a flat top. It has a relatively 
steeper slope and rises above the adjoining plain or sea. Contour lines representing a 
plateau are elongated and elliptical. The innermost contour is broad with successive close-
spaced contours. 
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