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C). GIVE REASON FOR THE FOLLOWING. 

1. River valleys are densely populated because water is found in abundance in 

that region which results in the fertility of the land thus making it a suitable place 

for agriculture. The climate as well as the temperature is also good. 

2. The Census is an important source of statistical information because it is used to 

provide accurate data of population composition and demographics of a country 

and also gives precise information on population, economy, literacy, sex ratio and 

age composition. 

3. A balanced sex ratio is beneficial for a country because it defines the number 

of females per 1000 males of the population and is also an important indicator of 

the equality between males and females in a society. 

4. Polar regions are the most sparsely populated regions in the world because of 

its hostile climatic conditions and also people are unwilling to forgo modern 

amenities of towns to settle there as it is uneconomical to provide, operate and 

elaborate communication and transportation system. 

5. Migration of people from rural to urban areas is due to the adverse conditions of 

poverty and unemployment in the rural areas therefore, the people 

migrate to urban areas. In urban areas they find increased employment 

opportunities and better living conditions. 

 

D). ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS IN BRIEF. 

Q1. Discuss the major factors of population growth. 

A1. Population growth is based on three fundamental factors: birth rate (number 

of live births per 1000 people in a year), death rate ( number of deaths per 1000 

people in a year), migration (movement of people from one place to another’s). 

 



Q2. Define:- 

A2. Birth rate: refers to the number of live births per 1000 people in a year. Also 

known as natality. 

      Death rate: refers to the number of deaths per 1000 people in a year. It is also 

referred to as mortality. 

 

Q3. Differentiate between:- 

Population growth and Population change: Population growth is the change in the 

number of people living in a particular region over period of time whereas, 

population change refers to the change in numbers, distribution and composition 

of the world population. 

Dependent and Productive population: Dependent population are grouped 

between 0 – 15 years and are also called adolescent population whereas, 

Productive population refers to all those who are aged between 15 – 65 years and 

are employed in different sectors of a country. 

 

E. ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS IN DETAIL. 

 

Q1. Explain the factors that influence the distribution of population in a region 

using suitable example. 

A1. Factors that influence the distribution of population in a region are as follows:- 

Topography People prefer living on plains rather than plateaus and mountains 
since these areas are suitable for agriculture, manufacturing and also 
service activities. The Ganga Plains are one of the most densely 
populated areas of the world whereas mountains like the Alps, Andes 



and the Himalayas are thinly populated. 

Climate People generally stay away from extreme climates (very cold or very 
hot) like the Sahara desert, the Russian Polar regions, Canada and 
Antarctica. 

Soil Fertile soils offer optimal land for farming. Fertile plains like 
Brahmaputra and Ganga and in India, the Nile in Egypt, Hwang-He 
and Chang Jiang in China are highly populated. 

Water People prefer to live in those places where freshwater is easily 
available. So, the river valleys are densely populated and the deserts 
have less population. 

Minerals 

 

 

 

 

 

 Economic:   

Places with deposits of mineral are naturally more populated. 
Diamond mines of South Africa and discovery of oil in the Middle East 
led to people settling down in these areas. In India, the areas of 
the Chhota Nagpur Plateau in Jharkhand and nearby areas of Odisha 
see a high population distribution because of the presence of huge 
mineral deposits. 

 

Industrial areas offer employment opportunities. A large number of 
people make their way into these areas. Examples: Mumbai in India 
and Osaka in Japan. 
 

 

Q2. Discuss the characteristics that determine the composition of the 

population. 

A2. The characteristics that determine the composition of the population are as 

follows:- 



i. Age composition – It refers to the number of people of different age groups in a 

country. The population of a nation is grouped in three broad categories: 

a. Children (below 15 years) 

b. Working (15 to 65 years) 

c. Aged (above 65 years). 

ii. Sex ratio – it is an important demographic concept and is defined as the number 

of females per 1000 males of the population. It is an important indicator of the 

equality between males and females. 

iii. Rural – urban composition – It is an indicator of the ratio of people living in 

rural areas to that of people living in urban areas. 

iv. Urban population – It is the population living in urban areas such as cities and 

towns. This population is an indicator of both development and improved scio-

economic conditions. 

v. Rural population – It is the population residing in villages and is very important 

because they provide raw materials for agro-based industries. 

 

Q3. What is overpopulation? 

A3. Overpopulation occurs when a population of a species exceeds the carrying 

capacity of its ecological niche. Overpopulation is a function of the number of 

individuals compared to the relevant resources, such as the water and essential 

nutrients they need to survive. It can result from an increase in births, a decline in 

mortality rates, an increase in immigration, or an unsustainable biome and 

depletion of resources. Due to immigration, the decline in mortality rates, medical 

breakthroughs, and increased birth rates, populations will always increase and 

eventually gives rise to overpopulation. 

 

 

 

 

 

Q4. How are birth and death rates calculated? 



A4. The birth rate is equal to the number of live births in a year divided by the total 

population, with the ratio multiplied by 1,000 to arrive at the number of births per 1,000 
people. 

The formula for birth rate is 

             Birth rate =   Number of live birth       x1000 
                            Total population 

 
For example, in 2007, there were 3,250 births in a city with population of 223,000. 
Therefore: 

             Birth rate =         3250       x1000 = 14.57 
                               223000 

So, there were 14.57 births for every 1,000 people in the city. 

 

The death rate is the total number of deaths to residents in a specified geographic 
area (country, state, county, etc.) divided by the total population for the same 
geographic area (for a specified time period, usually a calendar year) and 
multiplied by 1000 

 

The formula for birth rate is 

          Death rate =     Number of live deaths       x1000 
                             Total population 

 
For example, in 2007, there were 450 deaths in a city with population of 50,000. 
Therefore: 

             Birth rate =         450        x1000 = 9 
                               50000 

 

So, there were 9 deaths for every 1,000 people in the city. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 


