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C.    ANSWER THE QUESTIONS IN BRIEF. 

 

Q1. Explain the term collective responsibility.  
A1. The Council of Ministers works as a team and all Ministers are responsible to 
the legislature for the decision taken by the cabinet. So if a vote of no confidence 
is passed against any member of the Council the entire Council of Ministers has to 
resign. This is called collective responsibility. Thus, it is said that the Council of 
Ministers swim and sink together. 
 
Q2. Who addresses the first session of the Parliament after election?  
A2. The President of India addresses the first session of the Parliament after the 
elections is also the executive head of the Indian Union. 
 
Q3. Who constitutes the electoral college for the election of the President?  
A3. The Constitution lays down a special procedure for the election of the 
president. The president is not elected directly by the people. He or she is elected 
indirectly by an electoral college consisting of members of the Lok Sabha, 
members of the Rajya Sabha and members of the state legislative assemblies. 
 
Q4. When and by whom advice are the Council of Ministers appointed? 
A4. As per Article 75 of the Constitution of India, the Prime Minister shall be appointed by 

the President and the other Ministers (Council of Ministers) shall be appointed by the 
President on the advice of the Prime Minister. 
 
Q5. When a coalition government is formed? 

A5. A coalition government is a form of government in which political parties cooperate to 

form a government. The usual reason for such an arrangement is that no single party has 

achieved an absolute majority after an election. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



D. ANSWER THE QUESTIONS IN DETAIL. 

 

Q1. Write a note on President and functions of the President of India. 

A1. The powers and functions of President are as follows: 

i. Legislative functions: The president addresses the first session of the 

Parliament after elections. He or she addresses both the houses together. On 

the advice of the prime minister, the president can dissolve the Lok Sabha 

and announce fresh elections. All bills passed by the parliament can become 

a law only after the president signs it. The president can issue ordinances 

when the parliament is not in session. 

 

ii. Executive functions: The president is the head of the executive. All executive 

orders are carried out in his or her name. All appointments like those of the 

prime minister, the council of ministers, the governor of states and the 

judges of the Supreme Court and state high courts are made by the 

president. The president is the supreme commander of the defence forces. 

 

iii. Judicial functions: The president has the power to grant pardon, reduce a 

sentence or postpone a death sentence on an appeal for mercy. He or she 

can even change a death sentence to life imprisonment. 

 

iv. Emergency powers: The president, on the advice of the council of ministers, 

can declare a state of national or general emergency if the country is 

threatened by war, external aggression or armed rebellion. If there is a 

breakdown of constitutional machinery in any state, the president can 

declare emergency for that state. The president can also declare a third type 

of emergency called financial emergency if there is a threat to the financial 

stability of the country.  



Q2. How is the Prime Minister appointed to the office? 
A2. The party that wins majority of seats in the Lok Sabha is invited by the 
President to form the government and the concerned party also nominates the 
Prime Minister. The Prime Minister is appointed by the President, who also appoints 

other ministers i.e. Council of Ministers on the advice of Prime Minister. 
 
 
Q3. What are the powers and functions of the Prime Minister? 
A3. Powers and functions of the Prime Minister are as follows: 

i. The prime minister has the power to select and dismiss ministers.  
ii. He or she has the power to allocate portfolios to the council of ministers. 
iii. The prime minister is also the leader of the cabinet and presides over the 

cabinet meetings.  
iv. He or she is the link between the cabinet and the president. 
v. The prime minister is the leader of the nation. 

 
 
Q4. Write a note on role and responsibilities of the Vice-President of India? 
A4. The vice president is the second highest constitutional post after the 
president. He officiates as the president in case of unforeseen circumstances such 
as resignation or sudden demise. He is elected by an electoral collage consisting of 
both the houses of parliament. State legislatures do not participate in the election 
of the vice-president. He is elected for a period of five years. He is the ex-officio 
chairman of the Rajya Sabha. The vice-president officiates as a President in cases 
of unforeseen situations such as resignations and sudden demise. 
 
Q5. Explain the emergency powers of the President of India. 
A5. The president can declare three types of emergencies: national, state and 
financial, under articles 352, 356 & 360. A national emergency can be declared in 
the whole of India or a part of its territory for causes of war or armed rebellion or 
an external aggression. Under Article 352 of the India constitution, the president 
can declare such an emergency only on the basis of a written request by the 
cabinet of ministers headed by the prime minister. Such a proclamation must be 
approved by the parliament with an at least two-thirds majority within one month. 
Such an emergency can be imposed for six months. It can be extended by six 
months by repeated parliamentary approval-there is no maximum duration. 
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