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Ch 7
Air

E. Answer the following questions.

1. What is the composition of air?
Ans. Air is a mixture of many gases.It contains nitrogen (78%),
oxygen (21%), carbon dioxide and some other gases ( hydrogen,
argon, methane in very small amount), water vapour, smoke and
dust.

2. What is humidity?
Ans. The amount of water vapour present in air is called humidity.

3. Why is air essential for us?
Ans. Air is essential for us because life on the earth is possible due
to air. Air is needed for breathing, photosynthesis, respiration, burning
and many other activities.

4. What are the characteristics of air?
Ans. The characteristics of air are as follows:

(a)Air occupies space
(b)Air has weight



(c)Air expands on heating
(d)Air is odourless, tasteless and colourless.

5. What are the causes of air pollution?
Ans. The causes of air pollution are as follows:

(a)the harmful gases released from industries
(b)gases like carbon dioxide and sulphur dioxide released from

vehicles
(c)gases released on burning garbage and wood.

6. List some ways to prevent air pollution.
Ans. Some ways to prevent air pollution are as follows:

(a)Lead free petrol or other cleaner fuels like CNG should be used
in vehicles.

(b)Factories should use filters in chimneys before releasing the
fumes in the air

(c)People should be encouraged to plant more and more trees.

7. How does air play an important role in spreading diseases like
cough and cold?
Ans. When people infected with cough, cold, TB etc. sneeze or
cough openly, fine droplets of moisture carrying thousands of germs
are spread in the air. These germs may enter the body of a healthy
person while breathing and spread the disease.

8. What is respiration?
Ans. The process of getting energy from food inside the body is
called respiration.


